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Tea} hada: is duly’ qualified.” - Me 


wos signed and sesled by ALonzo det ‘ne 


a8 ‘Governor, and Gen. CuaMBERLAIN 
announces that he is acting under this au- 


Governor is legally elected and duly: quali- 
fied. “Gen, CHAMBERLAIN has never assumed 
the title or the duties of acting Governor, 
although at least one New-York newspaper, 
‘possessing a ‘happy faculty for blundering,: 
has hailed him’ as such, It should be 
borne in mind that the powers which Gen. 

CuamprnnAm has thus far exercised were 


expressly conferred upon him by his original 


warrant as Major-General of the’ Militia, 
He is yet in full possession of his. office. 
And if any additional ‘strength were 
needed to give validity to his sections, 
it will be found in the Gubernatorial ¢om- 
mission which directs him to take charge of 
the property and institutions of: the State 
until a Governor is legally elected and duly 
qualified, 

In the meantime,: certain’ Republicans, 
claiming seats, as shown on the face of the’ 
election returns, but.refused certificates by 
GAROCELON, have.organized a Senate... \ Six- 
teen Senators constitute a quorum, ‘Nine- 
teen Republican. Senators-elect, three.more 
than a quorum, constitute the. new Senate. 
These, after electing officers, have passed an 
order referring their claims to the Supreme. 
Court for decision,’ In other words, these 
Republican Senators, without Gubernatorial 
certification, take their seats, organize, and 
ask for recognition by the Supreme Court. 
The Republican Representatives-elect— 
ninety-one in all—haye imitated the Senate 
in every particular, This adds to the di fi- 
culties of the situation, which must eventu- 
ally be composed by the judicial muthority 
of the State, * 

SS 
THE ECONOMICAL BRIDGE. 

Thé voluminous details of the Tay bridge 
disaster brought by the’ English arid Scotch 
papers throw comparatively little light on 
the causes of what was designated in Queen 
Viorortia’s. dispatch of inquiry as ‘the 
appalling calamity.” "In the long columns 
of narrative and description, we find few. es- 


sential facts. that wére not: transmitted or: 


suggested in the cable dispatehes, and little 
information regarding the construction of 
the ‘bridge which we did not have before.: 
The story is indeed brief, though capable of 
indefinite expansion. There were eye-wit- 
nesses, people who dwelt near. the “ mar- 
vel of enginecring skill” that bore ‘the 
tailway traffic from Edinburgh across the 
frith to ‘the north-east of © Scotland, 
They describe the terrors. of. the 
storm.and. their wonder whether the 
evening train would venture over that 
slender iron, Iattice-work that seemed to 
sway in the sky.. They saw it ‘approach, 

and watched its lights with eagerness as it 
erept along the structure at the rate of only 
three or four miles an. hour till flashes of 
light and a falling shower of fire in the dark- 
ness closed the vision; and they were left to 
conjecture what it meant. The signal-man 
at the bridge station, making. his way pain- 

fully. in..the gale from his little’ perch, 
handed the stoker the baton without which 


the train could not proceed, and with a 


éompanion watched the receding red lights 
in its rear till they suddenly disappeared as 
it quietly, extinguished. These were the 
first omens that led to an excited and. peril- 
ous search in the night, and the revelation 
‘that thirteen long spans‘of the bridge had 
gone down, leaving s yawning space of near 
half a mile, and no sign of the railway train 
with its precious freight of ninety lives was 
to be found, 

Next day came, of course, the national 

tement,, the beginning of the search, 

and. the flood of conjectures... A woman’s 
body, stray articles: of portable . property, 
and a few fragments of wreck were washed 
ashore, and for a short time of slack water 
between the tides, divers eould go down 
and grope and feel their way ‘below, the en- 
gulfing flood. What wo know of their dis- 
‘mal search settles one of two points. \ They 
found the engine and the cars still between 
the high girders that rose on the sides of 
the roadway in the loftiest part) of the 
bridge and several spans from the edge of | 
thé chasm. . This proves that the. bridge 
went down after the. train had entered upon 
the ruined section, and gives to the: Yi 
after the. fact -an ea <a 


which: ‘appear not to 


feetaslapsrenns or materially injared. 
‘It is tolerabl bly plain that the long spans of 
‘thority, and will continue to ast until. a. the ize bea 


token of Ba gale, ani taal tho bulk of 


frame-work and of oars ‘together, swayed 


‘until the supporting ‘columns snapped, the 
lattiee-work writhed and twisted in the sir, 


‘and the long half-mile’ ‘stretch of the Tay” 


bridge plapged into the seething waters s 


‘hundred feet below. : 


The ninety lives on that Edinburgh train 
were sacrificed to economy in railway con- 
struction and earelessness in ‘Government 
supervision. The North British Railway Com- 
pauy did not build the bridge, but it was.a 
link in: their line, and‘ its cost. concerned. 
them direotly.» Tho. exigencies of traffic in 
that directién.justified a certain outlay’in 
spanning the broad estiary of the Tay, and 
they. would not.exceed it... Thé Government 
permitted the fragile structure, that has be- 
come of such’ tragic interest; to be com- 
pleted and opened to traffic, and no restric- 
tion seems to have been laid down, either 
by public authority or the rules of the com- 
pany, as to’the passage of trains in all kinds 
of weather, »'The public, as-is their wont, 
put. faith in .Government inspection and 
the assurance’ of eminent engineers, and 
risked their lives, that once. more the lesson 
might be taught that there: is no economy 
equal'tothat of security. 

fe ———————————_———___] 
AN. INFALLIBLE NEWSPAPER. 

The Romans aré to have a -new news- 
paper. Neither the old established Roman 
~papers—such as the Osservatore’ Romano 
and the Rome Sentinel—nor the later swarm 
of Italian newspapers’ that’ have come into 
existence during the last eight yoars,.are 
quite satisfactory to the authorities of the 
Roman Church,: It has, theréfore, been 
decided that in order:to meet a. great popu- 
lar want; to oécupy.4 field hitherto unoc- 
oupied, and, in short, to do all those things 
which new newspapers. are always. designed 
to do, a newspaper to be called the Aurora, 
and to be edited by Pope Lo XIIL, . shall 
bejestablished: Whether the Pope is ona 
of the proprietors of the Aurora, or-whether 
he has simply been engaged at a large 
salary to act as its editor, is not yet definite- 
ly known, but the -general opinion is that 
although he may be a.stockholder to some 
extent, the controlling interest is held by 
other men.. 

It may nat be generally known, but it-is 
nevertheless true, that newspapers some- 
times make mistakes... Asa rule; every 
newspaper assumes. to be infallible, but it 
ean. be demonstrated that an- infallible 
newspaper never yet existed. The Aurora 
will, in this respect, be’ a complete novelty 
in¢hé newspaper world. Having an infalli- 
ble Pope as-its editor, it must, of course, be 
itself*infallible. .. With sush an. advantage 
_over all ite rivals, its immediate and brilliant 
success cannot be doubted. © 

Precisely how far the infallibility of the 
editor will’ extend to the Aurora is un- 
doubtedly a question over which. there: will 
be almost as‘much discussion as there has 
been as to the extent of the Pope’s personal 
and private infallibility. When he writes ‘a 
leader,” in his editorial chair, the opinions 
therein expressed, ‘and the assertions therein 
made, will, of course, be infallible. When; 
in like manner, he oper, Stee the edi- 
tor of arival sheet as a1 falsifier; or.an 
unnecessary idiot, such definitions mast be 
accepted by the faithful:as admitting of no 
yraee question: But, will the other de- 

of the Aurora share this infalli- 
bility? ‘When the dramatic critic condemns 
a play, or the. reviewer praises a book, will: 
their several opinions be. infallibly correct, 
no matter how much they’ may differ from 
the opinions ‘expressed by other writers ? 
Will the ‘reporter who writes a column 


eseription of.a ball at the Quiringl be 


‘miraculously accurate in his account of the 
ladies’ dresses, and can he feel sure that his 
-sonnéotion with an infallible paper’ will in-. 
gure him against confounding gussets with. 
piping-cords, or committing the other errors 
to which the masculine mind is prone when 
grappling with ‘the . abstruse mysteries of 
female. dreast ‘And will the ‘agricultural, 


“department be infallible ft the Aurora 
prophets: ee ay his straw-- 
footing. | berries in March, and to hoe his currants: in’ 


May, can such directions be trusted implicit- 
y; oi ee Gre 
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